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Proposition 65 Warnings 

  !   WARNING:  The Safe Drinking Water and Toxic Enforcement Act of 1986, commonly 

referred to as Proposition 65, requires the governor to publish a list of chemicals known to the 

State of California to cause cancer and birth defects or other reproductive harm. It also requires 

California businesses to warn the public of potential exposures to these chemicals that result 

from their operations. 

Providing safe and reliable service to all of our customers is a top priority for Southern 

California Edison and we want you to be aware of these chemicals so that you can reduce 

exposure to chemicals associated with electricity generation and distribution. 

We handle all equipment and materials at our sites carefully for your good health as well as ours. 

However, if you are at or near our facilities and work sites, you can be exposed to the following 

chemicals on the state’s Proposition 65 list. Reduce, limit, or avoid activities at and near the 

sources of exposure described below.  

For more information go to www.P65Warnings.ca.gov. 

1.  Diesel Generation: Diesel Exhaust 

SCE uses diesel-fueled emergency generators during emergencies and other times to help 

minimize the interruption of our customers’ supply of electricity. The generators are used at 

some SCE facilities like substations and service centers, and at locations where repairs are made 

to the electrical system. SCE also uses diesel as the primary fuel for electricity generation on 

Catalina Island and in many service vehicles used throughout our service territory. 

Diesel engines produce exhaust as a by-product of the combustion of diesel fuel. Breathing 

diesel engine exhaust exposes you to chemicals known to the State of California to cause cancer 

and birth defects or other reproductive harm. You should avoid breathing diesel fumes whenever 

possible.   

2. Wooden Utility Poles  

SCE uses wooden poles that have been treated with chemical preservatives. These chemicals 

include pentachlorophenol, which is known to the State of California to cause cancer, and 

petroleum products such as diesel fuel, which contains chemicals including toluene and benzene 

that are known to the State of California to cause cancer and birth defects or other reproductive 

harm. If you come into contact with a wooden utility pole or the dust, debris, soil surrounding the 

pole, or water runoff that may contain dust, debris, and soil previously in contact with the pole, 

you could be exposed to these chemicals. Avoid contact with wooden utility poles and the dust, 

debris, soil surrounding the poles, or water runoff that may contain dust, debris, and soil 

previously in contact with the poles.  

http://www.p65warnings.ca.gov/
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3. Painted Structures 

SCE utilizes metal and wood structures and equipment that may have been coated with paints 

containing chemicals, such as lead-based paint, that are known to the State of California to cause 

cancer and birth defects or other reproductive harm. When the paint on these structures 

deteriorates, flakes of paint can impact the soil adjacent to the structure.  To avoid exposure, you 

should avoid contact with any paint flakes or soil near any structure with deteriorating paint.   

Los usuarios con acceso al Internet podrán leer y descargar esta notificación en español en el 

sitio Web de SCE www.sce.com/avisos 


